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Course Description and Objectives: This course is primarily concerned with the 

function of stylistics in enhancing and facilitating literary response to a variety of 

literary texts. A broad selection of topics drawn from contemporary linguistics will be 

investigated and utilized as a major approach to literary analysis. Special attention is 

given to literary (in contrast with linguistic) stylistics, though the course will try to 

make a general survey of both types with a view to exploring the relation between 

style and literary function.  

 

Learning Outcomes 

Subject Specific Skills: 

At the end of the course, students will be able to 

a. acquire an understanding of the principles o stylistic theory and  analysis 

b. comprehend literary texts through understanding their linguistic structures 

c. become able to do stylistic analysis on a variety of literary texts. 

 

Course Academic Skills: 

By the end of the course, students are expected to have acquired the skills required for 

doing research and writing academic papers. 

 

Learning/Teaching Methods 

Lectures, individual student presentations, discussions, analysis and feedback. 

Reference works as well as the internet will be used for further enrichment of course 

material sources of learning. Comparison will be made with native Arabic texts and 

stylistics. 

 

Assignments: Students will be asked to read the assigned texts in advance and so be 

able to take part in class discussion. This will be done by rotation and on a weekly 

basis throughout the semester. Students will also be expected to write term papers to 

be discussed at the end of the course. 

 

Assessment: 

Mid-term Exam: 30 

Term Paper: 20 

Participation and presentations: 10 

Final Exam: 40 

 

Textbooks: 

Gregoriou, Christiana. English Literary Stylistics (London: Palgrave Macmillan,  

2008). 

Paul Simpson. Stylistics: A Resource Book for Students (London & New York:  
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Nina Norgaard, Beatrix Busse and Rocio Montoro (eds.). Key Terms in Stylistics  

(London & New York, Continuum, 2010). 
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Study Plan: 

Week 1 

(2/2/2015) 

Introduction 

Week 2 

(9/2/2015) 

Key Branches in Stylistics (Key Terms: pp. 1-48) 

What is Stylistics (Stylistics: pp. 2-4) 

Development in Stylistics (Stylistics: pp. 50-53) 

Is there a 'literary language'? (Stylistics: pp. 98-102) 

Language and literature (Stylistics: pp. 148-157)  

Week 3 

(16/2/2015) 

Stylistics and levels of language (Stylistics: pp. 5-9) 

Levels of language at work: an example from poetry (Stylistics: pp. 5-9) 

Style, register and dialect (Stylistics: pp. 102-108 

Style and verbal play (Stylistics: pp. 158-161) 

Week 4 

(23/2/2015) 

Grammar and style (Stylistics: pp. 9-14) 

Sentence styles: development and illustration (Stylistics: pp. 59-66) 

Grammar and genre: a short study in Imagism (Stylistics: pp. 108-112) 

Teaching grammar and style (Stylistics: pp. 161-168) 

Week 5 

(2/3/2015) 

Rhythm and metre (Stylistics: pp. 14-18) 

Interpreting patterns of sound (Stylistics: pp. 66-70) 

Styles in a single poem: an exploration (Stylistics: pp. 112-114) 

Sound, style and onomatopoeia (Stylistics: pp. 168-176) 

Week 6 

(9/3/2015) 

Narrative stylistics (Stylistics: pp. 18-21 

Developments in structural narratology (Stylistics: pp. 70-74) 

A sociolinguistic model of narrative (Stylistics: pp. 114-119) 

Style variation in narrative (Stylistics: pp. 176-185) 

Week 7 

(16/3/2015) 

Style as choice (Stylistics: pp. 22-26) 

Style and transitivity (Stylistics: pp. 74-77) 

Transitivity, characterisation and literary genre (Stylistics: pp. 119-123) 



Transitivity at work: a feminist-stylistic application (Stylistics: pp. 185-

194) 

Week 8 

(23/3/2015) 

Style and point of view (Stylistics: pp. 26-30) 

Approaches to point of view (Stylistics: pp. 77-80) 

Exploring point of view in narrative fiction (Stylistics: pp. 123-130) 

Point of view (Stylistics: pp. 195) 

Analysing Literature Through Films (Literature and Stylistics: pp. 48-

59) 

Week 9 

(30/3/2015) 

Mid-term Exam 

Week 10 

(6/4/2015) 

Representing speech and thought (Stylistics: pp. 30-33) 

Techniques of speech and thought presentation (Stylistics: pp. 80-85) 

A workshop on speech and thought presentation (Stylistics: pp. 130-

135) 

Speech and thought presentation (Stylistics: pp. 195-196) 

A Corpus Stylistic Perspective on Dickens’ Great Expectations 

(Contemporary Stylistics: pp. 19-31) 

Week 11 

(13/4/2015) 

Dialogue and discourse (Stylistics: pp. 34-38) 

Dialogue in drama (Stylistics: pp. 85-88) 

Exploring dialogue (Stylistics: pp. 136-138) 

Literature as discourse: the literary speech situation (Stylistics: pp. 196-

201) 

Week 12 

(20/4/2015) 

Cognitive stylistics (Stylistics: pp. 38-41) 

Developments in cognitive stylistics (Stylistics: pp. 89-92) 

Cognitive stylistics at work (Stylistics: pp. 139-142) 

Cognitive stylistics: the poetry of Emily Dickinson (Stylistics: pp. 201-

210) 

Week 13 

(27/4/2015) 

Metaphor and metonymy (Stylistics: pp. 41-44) 

Styles of metaphor (Stylistics: pp. 92-95) 

Exploring metaphors in different kinds of texts (Stylistics: pp. 142-145) 

Cognitive stylistics and the theory of metaphor (Stylistics: pp. 211-217) 

Week 13 

(4/5/2015) 

Stylistics and verbal humour (Stylistics: pp. 45-48) 

Style and verbal humour (Stylistics: pp. 217-223) 

 


